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THE RANSOM OF HEKTOR ILLUSTRATED*

For many readers Book 24 of the Iliad marks the pinnacle not only of Greek
epic but of Greek literature as a whole. The book begins with Achilleus
dragging Hektor’s body round Patroklos’ grave-mound and ends with the
Trojan women mourning Hektor. In between we have Priam’s visit to
Achilleus’ hut to beg for the body of his son (24, 322-691). Priam leaves
Troy at night and goes in secret to the Greek camp. He rides in a chariot
driven by his old herald Idaios, and a mule-drawn wagon carries the gifts to
honour his son’s killer — these are sets of clothing (robes, mantles, cloaks,
tunics), blankets, a beautiful cup, two tripods, four cauldrons and ten
talents of gold. The god Hermes, disguised as a mortal, escorts him safely
as far as the gate of the compound (24, 462—464). Once in the presence of
Achilleus, Priam approaches him, touches his knees, kisses his hands and
begs for his son’s body.

The account of the dialogue between the two enemies, the old king of
Troy and the bravest of the Greek soldiers, is the climax of the epic and,
although there are only two people involved, they call to mind others: the
dead Hektor that Priam has yet to see, and Achilleus’ old father, Peleus, at
home in Greece, who has not seen his son for ten years and will never see
him alive again. The gods, as we learned earlier (24, 22—-187), were per-
suaded by Zeus to bring Achilleus’ anger to an end, and Thetis has urged

* 1 am grateful to the museums and private collectors for the photographs and
permissions to publish. Figs. 4 and 5 are taken from A. Furtwingler, K. Reichhold,
Griechische Vasenmalerei (Munich 1904-) pls. 83 and 84; fig. 7 is taken from Trendall,
Webster (infra n. 9) 56.

This article still retains some traces of its lecture format as given in St Petersburg.
I wish to thank Professor Alexander Gavrilov, Dr Nina Almazova and others, of the
Bibliotheca Classica, for their comments.

The following are abbreviations used in the notes:

ABV-1.D. Beazley, Attic Black-figure Vase-painters (Oxford 1956)

Addenda?®—T. H. Carpenter, Beazley Addenda (Oxford 21989)

ARV? —]1.D. Beazley, Attic Red-figure Vase-painters (Oxford 1963)

Brommer 1973 — F. Brommer, Vasenlisten zur griechischen Heldensage
(Marburg 31973)

Brommer 1974 — F. Brommer, Denkmalerlisten zur griechischen Heldensage. 11.
Theseus — Bellerophon — Achill (Marburg 1974)

Para—1J.D. Beazley, Paralipomena: Additions to ABV and ARV? (Oxford 1971)



